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Oct. 22, 2015
TO: Special Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources

From: Leslie Kaufman, Kansas Cooperative Council (KCC)
Ron Seeber, Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Assoc. (KARA)

RE: SB 134 - Support for moving noxious weed designation to regulatory process; request
for amendment relative to noxious weed advisory committee.

Chairman Schwartz, Vice-chair Love and members of the Special Committee on Agriculture & Natural
Resources, thank you for the opportunity to comment today in support of SB 134 as it pertains to the
designation of noxious weeds through the rule and regulatory process. We do favor that concept and,
additionally, we respectfully request an amendment regarding the noxious weed advisory committee.

I am Leslie Kaufman and | appear today on behalf of the co-op members of the Kansas Cooperative Council.
Our membership includes farm marketing and ag supply cooperatives, rural electric and telecommunications
companies, insurance and risk management operations, credit unions and the Farm Credit system. KARA is a
voluntary trade association whose membership includes over 700 agribusiness firms that are primarily retail
facilities supplying fertilizers, crop protection chemicals, and seed to Kansas farmers. Together, our agri-
business members provide many of the crop protection products needed by producers and landowners to
control noxious weeds. Thus, this bill is of interest to our associations and our members.

The current legislative process for designating noxious weeds can be time consuming and cumbersome. At
times, it can become political, too. Thus, the existing structure might not allow for a quick response in
addressing damaging weed issues, and that does concern us.

Our associations have typically expressed a general preference for legislating by statute over rule and
regulation. So, it may seem odd to some that we are supporting a move away from a statutory designation
structure to a regulatory framework under the Kansas Dept. of Agriculture (KDA). Our organizations also
support regulation that is science-based and has practical application in the real world. We see the proposed
regulatory management approach contained in SB 134 as a means of strengthening the science behind the
noxious weed designation. As an added bonus, this is done through a mechanism that decreases the politics
surrounding a listing and encourages industry participation through the advisory committee. As such, the
advantages inherent in the regulatory proposal contained in SB 134, in our opinion, outweigh our general bent
toward regulating through statute. Thus, we are supportive of the proposed legislation.

We do respectfully request one change in the bill regarding the make-up of the noxious weed advisory
committee. Overall, SB 134’s panel composition has an appropriate balance of interests. We certainly
appreciate the KDA creating 2 spots on the committee for the agribusiness industry. Currently, the bill allows
for the appointment of both those 2 representatives based on the recommendation of the Kansas Agribusiness
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Retailers Association (KARA) board of directors. KARA and the KCC work very closely together. But, if there
are 2 seats available to the agribusiness industry, our associations would asked that the Kansas Cooperative
Council board of directors have the ability to offer the recommendations for one of those seats.

An in-line version of our amendment is included at the end of our statement and a revisor’s balloon
amendment outlining the requested change is attached, too. We certainly hope this committee will be
supportive of our suggested change and, at the proper time, incorporate it into SB 134, should the bill move

forward.

Thank you for your consideration and we note again our appreciation for the opportunity to voice support for
SB 134. Please let us know if you have any questions: Leslie Kaufman, 785-220-4068 or Ron Seeber,

785-234-0461. | will be glad to stand for questions at the appropriate time.

SB 134 KCC/KARA proposed amendment In line changes — at page 3, lines 5-7

(6) two members shall represent the agricultural industries in the state.

and One member shall be appointed upon the recommendation of the Kansas

agribusiness retailers association board of directors and one member shall be appointed upon the
recommendation of the Kansas cooperative council board of directors.
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PFroposed amendment 1o 5B 134

1050 4
SH 1 K Ot mmaimbar of state advisery comaition appointed upim meommendation of the
Karsas apopemative couneil board of dimctors
{41 thres members shall be private Jandowners, Prepared by David Wisss, Office of Revisor of States
{8 bwo members shall represent county weed dinectors and shall he
appointed upon the recommendation of the county weed directors _
association of Kansas board of directors; and I One member I

() twao members shall represent the agrienltoral indusiies in the state _ eomem——""
sk Shall be appointed upon  the recomméndalion af fhe Fansad

apritnsmess retailers assoziation bowrd of direstors! #nd ane member shall be appointed upm the
{11 Except as provided i this section. the wrm of office of each recommendation of the K snsas conperatise

member of the committes shall he four yeurs. The mitial appointimens 1o counsil board of directors

the committec shall be as bllows: o

{A) Four membess shall ke appoited fortems of two vears,

{B)  faurmembers shall be sppoited fr lerms of three yenrs; and

{7 thres mem bers shall be appointed for terms of four vears,

{2} The secretary shall desipnate the term of office for each mam by
sppointed to the first commities, Appointess shall he Timiled o serving 2
fotal of two &1l terms etch, Bah site advisory sommittee member shall
hold affice until the expiration of the term for which such member is
appainted of until & sccessor has heen duly appointed

{31 In the evenl of & vacaney on the shide wdvisory commities, the
appointing hody of the vacating member shall £l guch vaciney for the
remainder of the unexpired tenn before the next meating.

(41 The secretary may remove sy member of the stk advisary
committes fr misconduet, incompetence or neglect of duty,

{30 A quoram of the ftate advisory commmittes shall be six of the
members duly appointed to the stake sdvisory committes.

15 A quomm of the stale advisony comimittes shall ¢leet or appoint
anmaally a chairperson and a vice-chaimperson,

{7y The state advisory committee shall meet ot lesst quinterly.

18} The stele advisary committes shall, among other duliss sasigned
by the seeretary:

19 Review the state weed managemant plan every five years and
recammend chinges and updates fo the secretary S approval;

I through the vse of a risk asseasment. desipnated by the scontary,
recotmmend the designation tnd dlassification of slate poxious weeds:

{3} meview the naxions weed sot and the Jist of spesics declared o he
noxiaus weeds by mles and remilgions of the seoretary every fur vears
nd resommend changes o the secretary:

1) review the official endication 2nd contral methods for ench stade
fuxits weed and recommend changes w the seoretary; and

{51 hbefore bmnuary t of cuch oddpumbered vesr mport o the
secretary on the expenditure of state funds on noxiows weed control:
speci foully how such Funds were apent; the stutus of the stale and county
programs; and recommendations for the continued best wse of state fnds





