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MINUTES OF THE SENATE FEDERAL AND STATE AFFAIRS.

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Senator Lana Oleen a 11:05 am. on March 28, 2000in
Room 245-N of the Capital.

All members were present except: Senator Laurie Bleeker, excused
Senator John Vratil

Committee staff present: Mary Gdligan, Legiddtive Research Department
TheresaKiernan, Revisor of Statutes
Judy Glasgow, Committee Secretary

Conferees gppearing before the committee: Senator Vidricksen
Barbara Hinton, Legidative Post Audit
Joe Fritton, Acting Director of Facilities Management
Dave Finley, Pumbing, Heating & Mechanical Contractors
Bruce Pfiefer, Internationad Assoc. of Plumbing and
Mechanicd Officias
Dondd Rathbone, Board of Technical Professonds
Trudy Aron, American Indtitute of Architects
George Barbee, Kansas Consulting Engineers
Charles A. Strycker, Kansas Society of Professona Engineers

Others atending: See Attached Sheet

Chairman Oleen opened the hearing on:

SB 669 — Rental of Office space for state agencies, control and coordination by secretary of
administration

Chairman Oleen recognized Senator Vidricksen as a proponent to this bill. Senator Vidricksen reported that this
hill was the result of arequested audit on leasing purchase or lease. Legidative Post Audit came up with achange
in procedurethat would |et the Secretary of Adminisirationwork out the procedure on leasing contracts rather than
each individud agency.

Chairman Oleen announced Representative Phil Kline indicated that he might appear before the committee when
the House of Representatives adjourns. Chairman Oleen stated that she would accommodate his schedule.

Chairman Oleen recognized Barbara Hinton, Legidative Post Audit, as a proponent to_SB 669. Barbara Hinton
stated thet the hill would grant asngle agency the authority to enter into lease arrangementsfor the State. She stated
that currently this authority doesn’t exist. (Attachment 1). Barbara Hinton stated that it appeared that Kansas was
in the minority in not having centralized |ease negotiations, and that the potential benefits from such a process
outweighed the limitations. She noted that the bill providesthat |eases of more than 10,000 square feet or for aterm
longer than 60 months would be brought before the joint committee on state building congtruction.

Chairman Oleen recognized Joe Fritton, Acting Director Divison of Facilities Management, as a proponent to SB
669. Mr. Fritton ated that the bill provides the following advantages 1) enables development of consistent space
standards, 2) standardizes the method of leasing property to the state; 3) enables the state to negotiate for volume
discounts. 4) increases the knowledge and expertise of state lease negotiators 5) prevents agencies from engaging
in bidding wars over space and 6) enables the state to save dollars by taking advantage of agency office space
consolidation.(Attachment 2) Mr. Fritton offered an amendment from the Department of Adminisiration to collect
feesto cover the cost of centrdized leasing.
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Chairman Oleen announced that no action would be taken on the bill today, and closed the hearing on SB 669.
Chairman Oleen opened the hearing on

SB 666 — Plumbing, mechanical, heating, refrigeration, air-conditioning contractors

Chairman Oleen recognized David Finley, Executive Director Kansas Flumbing, Heating, Cooling, Contractors
Association, Inc. aproponent to SB 666. Mr. Finley stated that gpproximately 40 other states have uniform state
licenang.(Attachment 3). Mr. Finley stated that this hill was very amilar to a hill in the house which would have
authorized the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) to license plumbers. He stated that in
response to opponentsto that hill, the licenangagencywaschanged to the Kansas Board of Technicd Professondls,
but after discussion with the Board of Technicd Professionals, he requested that the bill be referred to an interim
committee.

Chairman Oleen recognized Bruce Pfeffer, Chapter Chairman of the Internationd Association of Plumbing and
Mechanical Officias, asaproponent to SB 666. Mr. Pfeiffer stated that he has beena plumber for 25 years and
though most cities and towns have licensing requirements, they are not uniform.  (Attachment 4). He Stated that
requiring minimum gpprenticeships, uniformity in training and continuing educationwill raisethe level of competency.

Chairman Oleenturned to opponents of SB 666 and recognized Donald Rathbone, Board of Technica Professions.
Mr. Rathbone stated that the Kansas State Board of Technica Professions isthe licenang and regulatory agency for
the professons of architects, professona engineers, land surveyors, landscape architects and geologists.
(Attachments5). Hedgtated that thisisavolunteer board and that to add plumbing, mechanicd, hesting, refrigeration,
ar-conditioning and ventilation would be overwheming and incons stent with the current jurisdiction.

Chairman Oleen recognized Trudy Aron, American Ingtitute of Architects, as a opponent to SB 666. Ms. Aron
stated that the AmericanIndtitute of Architects strongly oppose any building trades fromregulationunder the Kansas
State Board of Technical Professions. (Attachment 6). Ms. Aron suggested that a new construction trade board
be enacted.

Chairman Oleenrecognized George Barbee, Executive Director of Consulting Engineers as anopponent to SB 666.
Mr. Barbee stated that the design of one and two family dwellings are exempt from the licenang satutes governed
by the Board of Technicd Professons which would be services by the plumbing, heating and refrigeration and air-
conditioning contractors. (Attachment 7).

Chairman Oleen recognized Charles Stryker, Kansas Society of Professional Engineers, as a opponent to SB 666.

Mr. Stryker stated that K ansas State Board of Technica Professions does not have apositionabout state licensure
and regulationof buildingtrades. (Attachment 8). He stated that the Board does not have the staff or resourcesto
adequately handle an additiond respongbility.

Chairman Oleennoted that writtentestimony was received fromMike Taylor, City of Wichita(Attachment 9); James
Lanzrath, Executive Plumbing (Attachment 10); Lowdl Thiesen, Thiesen, Alumbing (Attachment 11) Gary Schmidit,
Ray Omo Plumbing (Attachment 12) as proponents of SB 666

Chairman Oleen closed the hearing on SB 666.

Chairman Oleenstated that the committee would return to HB 2687—Real estate brokers and salesper sons
license act. Karen France, representing Kansas Association of Redltors, responded to questions from the
committee on how the saes contract would be handled between the realtor and the sdler.  Senator Biggs moved
to report HB 2687 favorably to the full Senate. Senator Gooch seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Chairman Oleen ask for action on minutes of the committee for March 21, March 22 and March 22 at the ral.
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Senator Gooch moved to approved the minutes, Senator Jones seconded the motion. The motion carried.

The meeting adjourned a 12:00 noon. The next meeting will be on the call of the Chairman.
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