
House Corrections and Juvenile Justice Committee 
February 6, 2018 

House Bill 2565 
Testimony of the Kansas Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

Proponent 

Dear Chairman Jennings and Members of the Committee: 

This organization has been raising concerns about the Kansas Offender 
Registration Act (hereinafter referred to as KORA) since at least 2006. We were one of 
the three conferees opposed to the addition of drug offenders in 2007 SB 204. It is time 
to do away with registering drug offenders. It is a drain on resources with no science, 
studies, or data to justify it. We (the State and the counties) are paying to keep track of 
people for 15 years who were convicted of possessing with intent to distribute small 
quantities of drugs or convicted of selling small quantities of drugs. Not only is the 
drug registry costly and not evidence-based, it dilutes the overall registry of any value it 
might have. Furthermore, to people under the registry, it is akin to having two 
sentences, with registration sometimes being harsher than the requirements of and/ or 
the sentence for the underlying offense for which the person registers. 

Background on the Kansas Offender Registration Act 

The first offender registry act in Kansas was created on April 29, 1993. It was 
called the Habitual Sex Offender Registration Act. It required a person twice convicted 
of a sexually violent crime to register with the sheriff in the Kansas county where he/ 
she lived. The information was open to law enforcement agencies only. 

On April 14, 1994, the act was amended/ expanded and renamed the Kansas Sex 
Offender Registration Act. The Act was expanded to allow public access to registrants' 
information at the sheriff's office. In 1997, violent offenders (murder and manslaughter) 
and offenders of certain crimes with victims under 18 were added. That year the Act 
was renamed and has since remained the Kansas Offender Registration Act. Since 1997, 
additional sex offenses have been added to the definition of offender. People found to 
be sexually violent predators in a civil proceeding were added in 2001. Juvenile sex 
offenders were added in 2002. In 2006, people "convicted of any person felony (where a 
finding was made that] a deadly weapon was used in the commission of such person 
felony" were added. 

In 2007, SB 204 added drug offenders convicted of manufacturing, possession of 
precursors, and drug distribution or possession with intent to distribute (regardless of 
amount) (marijuana is not included). SB 204 also did away with the KBI sending out 
compliance letters and instead required in-person visits to the local sheriff's office(s) 
three times a year for all offenders. In 2011, attempts, conspiracies, and solicitations of 
the enumerated drug offenses were added as registerable offenses. 
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