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Last year, in a major survey, less than half of the people could name the three branches of 
government.  This was an improvement over the previous Annenberg survey.  Dismal.  20% of 
those surveyed could not name one branch.   
 
Jefferson believed the people needed education in order to keep our fragile democracy safe.  We 
need to understand our history, the structure our country is built on, and what part we each play 
in keeping democracy strong.  As a high school student, I attended Boys State and that 
engagement and education changed my life.  I learned what was possible, and what part I could 
play in it.   

The Kansas City Star described me as a lone wolf in my effort to shine a light on the importance 
of Civics Education.  With Attorney General Schmidt and others by my side, I feel we are 
becoming a wolf pack – with the goal of protecting the gift of democracy and the Constitution.   
We protect when we educate.  Without solid ground, the structures, the branches of government, 
free and open elections, will crumble.   

There is a movement in many states to focus on a Civics Test that is necessary for graduation.  
20 states have updated their statutes to require students to learn the basic structure of our 
democracy.  This requirement makes clear to students and the public that knowing how our 
system of democracy works, and what our history is, what our constitution does – these are so 
important that every student should be able to pass a test, like those applying to become citizens, 
our students should know as much and be as motivated to be part of the country.  Just like math 
students need to learn the basic principles of multiplication in order to study physics and 
engineering – so all citizens need to understand the basic principles of how democracy works in 
order to participate for the rest of their lives.   

I want to work with the Kansas State Board of Education.  I respect that curriculum and 
standards decisions come from the State Board of Education.  However, in this area, the 
legislature is given the task of ensuring that students are educated in Civic Government.  I don’t 
see this as a criticism of or power struggle with the State Board.  This is a way of highlighting 
and adding to the importance of this area of study.  We are all in this together; let’s do what we 
all can to make Civic Education as important as it should be. 

Therefore, I urge the Committee to vote yes to pass HB2039 favorably and do our part in 
encouraging and motivating Civic Involvement. 

   

 

Representative Steve Huebert 



 

 

Links: 

 

Annenberg Constitution Day Civics Survey articles: 
https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/americans-civics-knowledge-increases-2019-survey/ 

https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/political-communication/civics-knowledge-survey/ 

 

Huebert Podcast on Civics Test January 29, 2021 

 

Attached:   

Kansas City Star Article by Michael Ryan on the Civics Test discussion in the Kansas Legislature “What’s 
so wrong with a Kansas Civics Test?”  

 

 

 

https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/americans-civics-knowledge-increases-2019-survey/
https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/political-communication/civics-knowledge-survey/
https://21133.mc.tritondigital.com/OMNY_THEJAYMEWICKETTPODCAST_P/media-session/12beb07c-32a7-43f8-8d98-5dce8ab6b336/d/clips/4b5f9d6d-9214-48cb-8455-a73200038129/7f1c22b1-e857-4a35-a3bb-a92b00873738/deb52182-2a32-43ee-b3c0-acbf011b1c4c/audio/direct/t1611940290/Should_HS_seniors_pass_a_civics_exam_to_graduate.mp3?t=1611940290






State Civics Test Requirements Statute

AL

Requires students to correctly answer at least 60 out of 100 questions on a civics test derived 
from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) naturalization test for completion of 
the required government course in the high school course of study.

Ala. Code § 16-
40-10

AZ
Requires students to correctly answer at least 60 out of 100 questions derived from the USCIS 
naturalization test for high school graduation or a high school equivalency diploma.

Ariz. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. § 15-
701.01

AR

Requires students to correctly answer at least 60 out of 100 questions derived from the USCIS 
naturalization test to receive a high school diploma from a public school or a high school 
equivalency diploma from a state entity.

Ark. Code Ann. 
§ 6-16-149

FL
Requires each student to take an end-of-course assessment in civics education, constituting 30 
percent of the student's final course grade, for middle school promotion.

Fla. Stat. Ann. § 
1003.4156

ID

Requires all secondary students to pass a civics test (the 100 questions used in the USCIS 
naturalization test). Students may take the test at any time after enrolling in seventh grade and 
may repeat the test as often as necessary to pass.

Idaho Code 
Ann. § 33-1602

LA

Requires the administration of a test based on the civics portion of the USCIS naturalization test 
as part of the required civics course for students in the ninth grade (or courses that may be 
substituted for the civics course).

La. Stat. Ann. § 
17:274.1

MN

Requires, each year, 50 out of 100 questions to be selected from the USCIS naturalization test to 
create a civics test. Students enrolled in a public school must correctly answer 30 out of 50 
questions on the test as part of the social studies curriculum, but districts may not prevent a 
student from graduating or deny a student a high school diploma for failure to correctly answer 30 
out of 50 of the civics test questions.

Minn. Stat. Ann. 
§ 120B.02

MO

Requires, as a condition of high school graduation, ninth grade students attending any public, 
charter, or private school to pass an examination on the provision and principles of American 
civics consisting of 100 questions similar to those in the USCIS naturalization test.

Mo. Rev. Stat. § 
170.345

MT

Encourages public high schools to administer the USCIS naturalization test to each student during 
high school. Students may take the test as many times as necessary to correctly answer 70 
percent of the test questions.

Mont. Code 
Ann. § 20-7-119

NE

Requires the school board of each school district to appoint a committee of three members (a 
"Committee on American Civics") to, among other things, ensure the social studies curriculum in 
that district incorporates certain projects or participation. One option to fulfill this requirement is 
the administration of a test identical to the USCIS naturalization test prior to a student's 
completion of 8th grade and again prior to their completion of 12th grade.

Neb. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. § 79-724

NH

Requires students, beginning in eighth grade and through high school in all public and private 
schools, to obtain a passing grade on a competency test. The USCIS test may be used to satisfy 
this requirement. 

N.H. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. § 189:11

ND

Requires students enrolled in 12th grade, in order to receive a high school diploma, to correctly 
answer at least 60 percent of questions on a civics test with the 100 questions derived from the 
USCIS naturalization test.

N.D. Cent. 
Code Ann. § 
15.1-21-27

PA

Requires each school entity to administer a locally developed assessment of U.S. history, 
government, and civics to students in the 7th through 12th grades at least once. School entities 
may use the USCIS naturalization test to fulfill this requirement.

24 Pa. Cons. 
Stat. § 16-
1605.1

SC

Requires students to take a civics test with the 100 questions from the USCIS naturalization test 
as part of the U.S. government high school curriculum. The passing grade is based on the 
requirement established by the USCIS. Public and charter schools must report the percentage of 
students at or above the designated passing score to the South Carolina Education Oversight 
Committee.

S.C. Code Ann. 
§ 59-29-240
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TN

Requires high school students to be given a U.S. civics test composed of questions derived from 
the USCIS naturalization test. Local education agencies must create the test using at least 50 out 
of 100 questions from the USCIS test, including at least 29 questions on American government, at 
least 16 questions on American history, and at least 7 questions on integrated civics. Public high 
schools must provide students with the opportunity to take the test as many times as necessary to 
correctly answer at least 70 percent of questions on the test.

Tenn. Code 
Ann. § 49-6-408

TX

Requires the U.S. history end-of-course assessment to include ten questions randomly selected 
by the Texas Education Agency from the USCIS naturalization test. Requires the agency to 
annually issue a report providing the questions included in the assessment and detailing student 
performance on the assessment, at both statewide and school district levels.

Tex. Education 
Code § 39.023

UT

Requires public high school students to correctly answer at least 35 out of 50 questions on a 
civics test to receive a high school diploma. Requires students enrolled in an adult education 
program to correctly answer at least 35 out of 50 questions on a civics test to receive an adult 
education secondary diploma. The civics test must include 50 out of 100 questions derived from 
the USCIS naturalization test.

Utah Code § 
53E-4-205

VA

Requires local school boards to implement a program of instruction in the high school course on 
Virginia and U.S. government that includes all information and concepts in the civics portion of the 
USCIS naturalization test. 

Virginia Code § 
22.1-253.13:1

WA
Requires, as part of the required high school civics course, the study and completion of the civics 
component of the USCIS naturalization test.

Wash. Rev. 
Code Ann. § 
28A.230.094

WI

Requires public school boards, charter school operators, and certain private school governing 
bodies to grant a high school diploma only to students who have, during high school grades, 
answered correctly 65 out of 100 questions on a civics test comprised of 100 questions identical 
to those included on the USCIS naturalization test.

Wis. Stat. Ann. 
§ 118.33
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Other Resources:  

• Article: “Where Left and Right Agree on Civics Education, and Where They Don’t,” Frederick 
Hess and Matthew Rice, Education Next 

• Report: “Putting civics to the test: The impact of state-level civics assessments on civic 
knowledge,” by David E. Campbell, AEI 

• Blog post: “Civic education: The time is ripe for our attention,” Gerard Robinson, AEIdeas 
• Report: “A Crisis in Civic Education,” American Council of Trustees and Alumni 
• Report: “The Republic is (Still) at Risk – and Civics is Part of the Solution,” iCivics 

 
Provided by Hayley Sanon 
Research Assistant, Education Policy  
P: 336.978.3623   
aei.org  
 

  

https://www.educationnext.org/where-left-right-agree-civics-education-where-they-dont/
https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/putting-civics-to-the-test-the-impact-of-state-level-civics-assessments-on-civic-knowledge/
https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/putting-civics-to-the-test-the-impact-of-state-level-civics-assessments-on-civic-knowledge/
https://www.aei.org/society-and-culture/civic-education-the-time-is-ripe-for-our-attention/
https://www.goacta.org/wp-content/uploads/ee/download/A_Crisis_in_Civic_Education.pdf
https://www.civxnow.org/sites/default/files/resources/SummitWhitePaper.pdf
http://www.aei.org/
http://www.aei.org/
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