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Madam Chair and members of the House K-12 Budget Committee:

My name is Mike Wescott. | am the Executive Director of Support for Catholic Schools, the scholarship
granting organization for 44 schools in the Diocese of Wichita and Dodge City. | respectfully offer testimony
in support of HB 2465 on behalf of our 38 schools. Thank you for having me today.

With almost 9,000 students, the Diocese of Wichita is the 9" largest school district in the state of Kansas.
We are also very diverse. Our schools are 33% non-white and 25% of our students receive free and
reduced lunch. Our SGO, Support for Catholic Schools, Inc., is currently in its 4™ year of providing
scholarships to students in our schools. They are currently funding 281 children in our schools. A number
that is growing each year.

This program has been transformative for our schools and these students. We have been able to accept
many new students into our buildings and have been able to provide new and expanded services as a result
of receiving these funds.

The program as it stands now though has two very limiting factors that cause us to be unable to fully serve
more kids and families, both of which are addressed in the proposed changes in HB 2465.

The first is the limiting factor that the program as it presently exists limits eligibility to those qualifying for the
federal free lunch program, 130 percent of federal poverty guidelines. Expanding this to include reduced price
lunch or 185 percent of federal poverty guidelines would be a game changer for children and families served as
a part of Support for Catholic Schools. And especially if the second limiting criteria, families being required to
live in the public school attendance area of a low performing public school, were to be lifted.

Please allow me to put this into perspective for you. In the current school year, Support for Catholic Schools
provided to our schools support on behalf of 298 students meeting the criteria. 1f we were to have applied the
proposed expanded criteria of reduced lunch and removed the public school attendance area list, both of which
are addressed in the proposed bill, Support for Catholic Schools would allow us to serve an additional 187
students.

And that is only one years’ reality. Each year, we would be able to add, on average, 125 new kindergartners
who would benefit from this program. In eight more years, when this program has reached its full maturity we
could be providing expanded educational opportunities for close to 2000 low income students.

I humbly ask for your consideration of these changes and thank you for your support.



