
CENTURY II Performing Arts & Cultural Center
Wichita’s 100 Year Centennial Celebration



In Wichita’s Early Days….



In 1961 Wichita Citizens Voted!
Architect Roy Varenhorst & Mayor Vince Bogart



Total Cost  $12,600,000

Voted for by Wichita Citizens

Paid for by City Bonds

Bid on by Architects and Contractors

Municipal Building owned by Wichita Citizens



Overhead Section - Circular Shape



Cross Section – Mary Jane Teall Theatre



Construction began in 1966
Architect John Hickman



Concrete Core



Strong Steel Ribbing
15-Ton Steel Trusses Each 217 Feet Long



25 Railcars of Plaster from Sun City, Kansas
National Gypsum Company – Hand Trialed by Plasterers



Grand Opening January 1969



Blue Roof for the Kansas Sky



Sand Colored Columns for Wheat



Wichita’s Unique Skyline



Century II Is Worth Preserving!!!!
• Triple Historic Designation – Local, State and National

• Mid Century Modern Structures – Garvey Center & Brutalist 
Former Public Library

• Frank Lloyd Wright Buildings – WSU Corbin & Allen House

• Hickman Buildings – Vickers Gas Station & KG&E

• Downtown – Carnegie Library (1915), Sedgwick County 
Historical Museum (1890) & Broadview Hotel (1920)



Mary Jane Teall Theatre



Concert Hall



Concert Hall Main Floor & Balcony



Convention Hall



Exhibition Hall



Website www.savec2.org &  Fund Raising

http://www.savec2.org/


Public Meetings



Wonderful Volunteers!



Public Voter Rally and Interviews



Municipal Petition Drive to Require a Vote



Wichita Registered Voter Petition



People Joined In to Help
• 17,265 Petition Signatures!!!
• Petition Lawsuit Filed by City
• Appeal Pre-funded



This is Our Heritage – It Matters
Wichita, My Son

Frances BlackBear Bosin – Keeper of the Plains
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