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STATE OF KANSAS

SENATE CHAMBER
MR. PRESIDENT:
I move to amend SCR 1621, on page 1, in line 12, after "5" by inserting ", 8"; by striking all

in lines 14 through 36;

By striking all on pages 2 and 3;

On page 4, by striking all in lines 1 through 7; following line 7 by inserting:

""§ 5. Selection of justices of the supreme court. (a) Any vacancy occurring in the
office of any justice of the supreme court and any position to be open thereon as a result of

enlargement of the court, or the retirement-erfature-of-an—incumbent-to—file-his—deelarationof

eommisston—established—as—hereinafter—provided_election at the next general election. Such

election shall be partisan and from the state as a whole. Except as otherwise provided in this

section, election laws applicable to other state officers elected from the state as a whole shall

apply to the nomination and election of justices of the supreme court. Each justice of the

supreme court elected as provided by law shall hold office for a term of six vears. Such term

shall commence on the second Monday in January following the general election. Justices of the

supreme court may seek reelection.

(b)
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Each justice of the supreme court in office

at the time this amendment takes effect shall hold office for the term for which such justice was

retained in office by election, or hold office for the initial term for which such justice was

appointed, and until a successor is elected and qualified. The office that such justice holds shall

be open upon the expiration of such justice's term of office or upon the retirement. resignation or

removal of such justice, whichever occurs first. Such justice shall be eligible for election to such

office in the manner prescribed in this section, unless by law such justice is compelled to retire or

such justice retired. resigned or was removed from such office.
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ner—any judge of the district court holding office under a nonpartisan method authorized in

subsection (a) of section 6 of this article; shall directly or indirectly make any contribution to or

hold any office in a political party or organization or take part in any political campaign.";
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Also on page 4, by striking all in lines 20 through 43; following line 43, by inserting:

""Explanatory statement. The purpose of this amendment is to provide for election of
justices of the supreme court and to eliminate the supreme court nominating commission. Future
justices would be elected in partisan, statewide elections. Each justice elected would hold office
for a term of six years and would be allowed to seek reelection.

"A vote for this proposition would cause justices of the supreme court to be elected in
partisan, statewide elections for terms of six years.

"A vote against this proposition would continue the current system in which justices of
the supreme court are appointed by the governor from a list of three individuals submitted by the
supreme court nominating commission."";
And by renumbering sections accordingly;

On page 1, in the title, in line 1, after "5" by inserting ", 8"; in line 3, by striking "senate

confirmation" and inserting "direct partisan election"

Senator




