SESSION OF 2022

SUPPLEMENTAL NOTE ON SENATE BILL NO. 425

As Amended by Senate Committee on Public
Health and Welfare

Brief*

SB 425, as amended, would amend a law governing
access, exchange, and disclosure of information in the
Revised Kansas Code for Care of Children to require the
Secretary for Children and Families to disclose confidential
agency records of a child alleged or adjudicated to be a child
in need of care to the law enforcement agency investigating
the alleged or substantiated report or investigation of abuse
or neglect, regardless of the disposition of such report or
investigation.

The bill would require the records to include, but not be
limited to:

e Any information regarding such report or
investigation;

° Records of past reports or investigations
concerning such child and such child’s siblings and
the perpetrator or alleged perpetrator; and

e The name and contact information of the report or
persons alleging abuse or neglect and case
managers, investigators, or contracting agency
employees assigned to or investigating such
report.

The bill would clarify that a law enforcement agency
investigating or receiving a report of a child who is alleged or
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adjudicated to be in need of care would be able to freely
exchange information and the above-described records with
persons or entities specified in continuing law.

The bill also would add an investigating law enforcement
agency to the lists of persons or entities with access to the
official and social files of a child in need of care proceeding.

Background

The bill was introduced by the Senate Committee on
Public Health and Welfare at the request of a representative
of the Kansas Association of Chiefs of Police, Kansas Peace
Officers Association, and Kansas Sheriffs’ Association.

[Note: A companion bill, HB 2582, was introduced and
recommended favorably as amended by the House
Committee on Children and Seniors.]

Senate Committee on Public Health and Welfare

In the Senate Committee hearing on February 15, 2022,
the Secretary for Children and Families; a representative of
the Kansas Association of Chiefs of Police, Kansas Peace
Officers Association, and Kansas Sheriffs Association; and a
representative of the Kansas Police Officers Association
provided proponent testimony. The proponents stated the bill
would address the information gap between law enforcement
investigators and the Kansas Department for Children and
Families (DCF).

Written-only proponent testimony was provided by a
representative of the Children’s Alliance of Kansas.

No other testimony was provided.

The Senate Committee amended the bill to add to the
list of information the Secretary for Children and Families
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must disclose the name and contact information of the
reporter or persons alleging abuse or neglect and case
managers, investigators, or contracting agency employees
assigned to or investigating a report of abuse or neglect.

[Note: The House Committee on Children and Seniors
also adopted this amendment before recommending HB 2582
as amended.]

Fiscal Information

According to the fiscal note prepared by the Division of
the Budget on the bill, as introduced, DCF, the Department of
Corrections, the Office of Judicial Administration, and Kansas
Highway Patrol indicate enactment of the bill would have no
fiscal effect on the agencies or the Judicial Branch,
respectively. The Kansas Association of Counties indicates
enactment of the bill would result in the sharing of information
between DCF and county law enforcement officials and would
likely reduce county costs by preventing duplicated
investigative efforts.

Revised Kansas Code for Care of Children; child in need of care; investigation;
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