












 

 

 

 

 

Testimony of Katie Baylie (written only) 

Director of Legislative Affairs 

Planned Parenthood Great Plains Votes 

Opposing Senate Bill 233 

Senate Public Health and Welfare 

February 14, 2023 

 

Dear Chair and Honorable Committee Members: 

 

Planned Parenthood Great Plains Votes (“PPGPV”) is the advocacy and political arm of Planned Parenthood Great 

Plains. Planned Parenthood Great Plains offers expert, compassionate sexual and reproductive health care to 

patients, with three health center locations in Kansas. PPGPV submits this testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 

233. SB 233 would create both civil and professional liability for physicians who provide best practice gender 

affirming care to patients under the age of 18. Specifically, this bill would amend the Healing Arts Act to revoke 

a physician’s license for providing gender affirming care and provide for a civil cause of action up to three years 

after the minor patient turns 18.  

The proposed legislation creates liability for Kansas physicians for treating patients in accordance with the 

acceptable standard of care.  

The proposed bill would prohibit all types of gender-affirming care for patients under the age of 18, despite 

backing by major medical organizations including the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Medical 

Association and American Psychiatric Association as best practice medical care. It is the consensus among the 

medical community that gender-affirming care is the only effective treatment for individuals suffering from 

gender dysphoria. Gender-affirming care is medically necessary, safe, effective, and saves lives. Gender-affirming 

care includes both non-medical (i.e., mental health care) and medical interventions. Gender-affirming care 

specifically for youth mostly consists of access to mental health care and counseling as well as puberty blockers 

and hormone treatments or hormone replacement therapy, both of which are reversible.  

The American Medical Association has repeatedly opposed bills banning gender affirming care for minors, making 

clear that it is “imperative that transgender minors be given the opportunity to explore their gender identity 

under the safe and supportive care of a physician.”1 Additionally, the American Psychiatric Association “[o]pposes 

all legislative and other governmental attempts to limit access to [mental health support and gender-affirming 

care services] for trans and gender diverse youth, or to sanction or criminalize the actions of physicians and other 

clinicians who provide them.”2  

 
1 State Advocacy Update, AMA (March 26, 2021) https://www.ama-assn.org/health-care-advocacy/advocacy-update/march-
26-2021-state-advocacy-update. 
2 Position Statement on Treatment of Transgender (Trans) and Gender Diverse Youth, APA (April 2020), 
https://www.psychiatry.org/File%20Library/About-APA/Organization-Documents-Policies/Policies/Position-Transgender-
Gender-Diverse-Youth.pdf. 



 

The proposed legislation puts the lives and well-being of transgender patients at risk.  

Denying best practice medical care and support to transgender youth can be life-threatening. Denial of this care 

has been shown to contribute to depression, social isolation, self-hatred, risk of self-harm and suicidal behavior. 

This finding has been corroborated by leading medical journals, such as the Journal of Adolescent Health, which 

found that transgender youth are more likely to feel depressed or anxious, harm themselves, or attempt suicide.3  

Providing puberty blockers to transgender patients, however, has been shown to decrease their chances of 

suicide and depression. Studies show that at any age, individuals who are accepted and supported in their gender 

identity show better mental health and quality of life outcomes.4 

Just the introduction of these discriminatory bills, along with the stigmatizing messages that surround them, is 

harmful for transgender youth. A 2022 poll found that 85% of trans and nonbinary youth said their mental health 

was negatively affected by these laws.5 

This bill makes no exceptions for trans minors whose parents support the minor in their decision to begin 

gender affirming care.  

All parents want what is best for their children, including making sure their children get the medical care that 

they need. This bill would prohibit parents from making sure their children receive evidence-based care at the 

recommendation of their providers.   

Extreme claims that physicians are providing “sex reassignment” to minors without counseling and careful 

consideration or are “experimenting on children” are sensationalized claims that only encourage stigma and 

distrust of trans individuals. It is also offensive to claim that medical professionals provide gender-affirming care 

to their patients without securing valid informed consent. Informed consent is the foundation for any medical 

treatment and includes extensive discussions between the health care provider and their patient and their 

parent/legal guardian if the patient is a minor. The medical care that is appropriate will differ for everyone, and 

the decision about when and how to provide gender-affirming care should not be made by politicians, but by the 

patient, along with their parents and/or legal guardian if the patient is a minor, in consultation with the medical 

professionals and counselors who understand their case. 

Kansans should have the right to access the health care they need to survive and thrive without governmental 

interference.  We urge the committee to vote no on SB 233.  

 
3 Sari L. Reisner et al., Mental Health of Transgender Youth in Care at an Adolescent Urban Community Health Center: A 
Matched Retrospective Cohort Study, 56 J. Adolescent Health 274 (2015), 
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/142/4/e20182162. 
4 Cherie Moody et al., “Without This, I would for sure already be dead”: A Qualitative Inquiry Regarding Suicide Protective 
Factors Among Trans Adults, 2 Psychol. Sexual Orientation & Gender Diversity 266 (2015), 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/sgd0000130.  
5 https://www.thetrevorproject.org/blog/new-poll-illustrates-the-impacts-of-social-political-issues-on-lgbtq-youth/ 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/sgd0000130
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